MANNERS   AND   SUPERSTITIONS

on the side of a lonely mountain. The woman makes
a pilgrimage to this place, and is then told that she
must spend a night in the solitary chapel there.
While she sleeps an angel will visit the building,
and if her request is to be vouchsafed her, will place
an apple by her head. If the angel desires to be
especially kind to the woman, he will place two, or
even three apples near her, the number of apples
indicating how many children God is going to
honour her with. Strange to say, these angel
visits do not take place unless provoked by a fair
amount of backsheesh 1

There are a good many superstitions regarding
medical treatment of diseases and accidents, but
these, I believe, are fast dying out in the face of
European learning and skill. The people are learn-
ing by experience how much better are the English
methods than their own. For instance, it used to
be the common custom for those suffering from
fever to go to the mullah, who would lay his hands
on the patient's head while reading a few verses from
the Koran. If the fever did not go at once, well,
it was the fault of the fever, not of the mullah.
I fancy fever patients are beginning to prefer Eng-
lish medicines rather than to trust to the laying on
of hands by the mullah. When any one has been
bitten by a mad dog, which, considering the number
of street dogs, is of very rare occurrence, he goes
at once to a sheikh, who will give him an antidote.
This consists of a date from which the stone has
been taken, and into which the sheikh has spat two
or three times to fill up the gap caused by the
removal of the stone. Upon eating this, the man